
TwoThousandFiveHundred
Welcome to the winter edition of the club newsletter. A special double issue to 
bring you news and a special show offer that’s available to all of our members. 
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SHOWS

The show season has soon come 
round again. With Bingley kicking 
us off at the end of the month. It’s 
one of my personal favourites for 
the sheer volume of auto jumble to 
try and find a rare gem or two! 
We try to run a little activity to raise 
some money for charity at the 
event. So, be sure to pop along 
and have a go at guess how many 
balloons in the Mini and guess 
the mileage. We have prizes, very 
kindly donated by Mini Sport and 
Smiffy’s Bits to treat your pride and 
joy. This year we are raising funds 
for SeeAbility, club member Alan 
Jones ran a marathon for them last 
year. 

We are having a club stand 
at the NEC Practical Classics 
Restoration & Classic Car Showin 
March – this is the first time we 
have been accepted for a stand. 
After the disappointment of being 
turned down for the classic motor 
show in November this is a great 
opportunity for us. 
We have a special 
discount code to buy 
tickets if you would 
like to come along. 
See the advert in 
the newsletter. 

2016 seems to 
be the year for 
restorations, with 
several members 
having a full or 
part restoration, 
the summer shows 
should reveal an 
even bigger sparkly 
array of our classics 
than usual. Show us 
your resto photo’s 
please! We love to 
see these beauties 
restored to their 
former glory! 

So what is a Rover Mini 
Cooper Sport 500 S-Works?
by Richard Holmes

In 1999, the fortieth anniversary 
of the mini, John Cooper started 
producing what they called “their 
most exciting S ever – the 90bhp 
Cooper S-Works . . . We now 
have the maximum power that 
can be produced without major 
transmission mods”.
It was planned that 250 of these 
cars were to be produced by 
John Cooper Garages (JCG), a 
mix of the run-out Mini Seven, 
Mini Cooper SE and Mini Cooper 
Sport SE models.  In retrospect 
no-one knows if 250 were actually 
produced, as the JCG records are 
sadly a bit haphazard since the 
demise of the company. 

21 cars on the 500 and 2000 
registers are known to have been 
supplied by JCG as original ‘from 
birth’ S-Works cars, six being 500s 
and 15 being 2000s.  Given that 
there are 5,200 cars potentially

that are either 500s or 2000s, the 
known original S-Works cars make 
up less than half of one percent 
of these!  Some other cars have 
subsequently been converted to 
S-Works spec by their owners. 
The major difference is under the 
skin, with the S-Works being fitted 
with a new larger valve, fully-ported 
S stage cylinder-head, polished 
and gas-flowed with larger inlet 
valves.
In addition, the car comes with 1.5 
roller rockers and the compression 
ratio is revised to 10.1:1. Fuel 
pressure has been increased and 
the injection and throttle bodies 
matched to suit. The inlet manifold 
is modified with improved gas-flow 
and is polished and matched to 
the head. A totally redesigned air 
cleaner box is fitted to improve 
breathing and a new exhaust 
system with a specially designed 
freeflow three branch exhaust 
manifold and twin upswept exhaust 
tail pipes.
There are cosmetic differences to 
look out for too..........



to date. The first of these MPI 
Minis to be converted was Mini 
Sports own Cooper Sport 500, 
Cooper conversion number 001 
in Solar red. Mini Sports 500 has 
undergone a full restoration and is 
used as their demo car. 
The kits have been giving the 
1275 MPI owner a considerable 
increase in power, averaging 
between 84BHP to 86BHP with a 
few hitting the advertised 90BHP. 
Considering these figures have 
been achieved on 16 year old cars 
with worn engines we’d call that a 
good result. 
Currently there are two Sport 500s 
known to have been converted, 1 
being the Mini Sport demo car and 
the other owned privately. 

There are currently at least nine 
2000 register Minis converted that 
carry the S badge that we know 
of, although the register is being 
updated weekly and does have 
gaps so no doubt there are more. 
One of the 2000 registered cars 
converted is a lovely 40th Limited 
edition in silver and another is a 
stunning and rare John Cooper LE 
in Brooklands Green. 
The Cooper Conversions register 
is always happy to assist people 
with advice and information about 
conversions or simply to keep up 
to date with what’s going on in the 
world of Cooper 
www.cooperconversions.com

If you are craving a conversion 
for your own Mini, the Cooper 
Conversions Register are currently 
running a raffle - £50 gives you 
a 1 in 50 chance of winning a 
conversion kit for your own pride 
and joy, with all proceeds going to 
Prostate Cancer Research. 
For more details see the page on 
facebook or contact James Myers 
jwmyers@hotmail.com 

THE NEW COOPER S
by James Myers

The new Cooper S range launched 
by Mike Cooper in 2014 are 
gathering momentum with over 40 
MPI Minis converted

Red Cooper badging on the bonnet 
and boot

Numbered Chassis plate quoting 
the S-WKS Car Number.

Single (not double) pinstripe and 
S-Works decals

Twin upswept exhaust tail pipes 

S-Works air cleaner box and blue 
S-Works cylinder head

Additionally, at the same time John 
Cooper Garages produced a do-it-
yourself retrofit kit that could be put 
into any unmodified MPi to convert 
it to 90bhp S-Works spec.  This kit 
came with its own chassis plate, 
but this time quoting the S-WKS 
Conversion Number, rather than 
the S-WKS Car Number (arrowed, 
badly, in blue in the pic).  The kit 
was available for JCG to retrofit, or 
to take away to be fitted by the car 
owner.  These conversions are not 
included in the 250 S-Works cars 
that JCG set out to produce.

In 2014, Mike Cooper began a 
partnership with Mini Sport that 
has begun selling these Cooper 
products again.

  . . . and the Cooper branded dip-
stick, valve caps and wheel centre 
badges.



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

A big welcome to our new 500 
Register and 2000 Mini Register 
members. 

Anthony Jones - Sport
Matt Quirk - Anthracite Sport
Nick Jacob - Anthracite 500
Simon West - Tahiti 500
Bryan Helyer - 500
Claire Hawkes - Red Sport
David Farmer - BRG 500
Ivan Burgess - Anthracite 500
Craig Williams - BRG 500
Phil Walker & Glenis Cooper - Tahiti 
Sport

If I’ve missed you off please do let 
me know!

there was a sunroof! Although I was
 initially disappointed that it had an 
alloy dash and not a  walnut one 
that old worm just kept turning and 
the significance started becoming 
clearer. 

To cut a long story short, one week 
later we picked the car up as the 
new owners. As an added bonus, 
my uncle worked for BMW and was 
there during the Rover period. His 
investigations found out that just 6 
of the 2000 Cooper Sports and no 
500’s were brought out by Rover for 
sale into the market here - 2 Tahiti 
Blue, 2 Solar Red and 2 BRG. 
1 of 6 indeed. This was turning into 
an inspired decision. 

Using his industry contacts, we 
were able to determine where the 
other 5 had gone. I was definitely 
a BRG man, but the worm turned 
so much I am now an ardent Tahiti 
Blue one.

Having got to know much more 
about the late Rover Minis, my 
opinion has changed drastically 
and Elijah is a keeper. 

We’ll be slowly dealing with the 
issues - paint and panel, along 
with minor rust in the usual places. 
Because they are not serious at the 
moment, we will make haste slowly.

My only regret is that we cannot 
join you lot in the UK for the shows 
and get togethers with other 2000 / 
500 cars and their owners.

ONE OF SIX
by Gavin Agnew, owner of Tahiti Blue 
Cooper Sport EJH446

Greetings from Auckland, New 
Zealand. New Zealand has had a 
vibrant Mini scene since the first 
Mini was brought over in 1959, 
just 3 months after the UK launch 
- before Australia! New Zealand’s 
most famous racing driver Bruce
McLaren was also instrumental in 
the development of the Mini Cooper 
and his original Mini Cooper is still 
alive and currently undergoing 
restoration. 

The first New Zealand made movie 
to be successful at the box office 
featured a 1978 yellow Mini and 
became a kiwi cultural icon. The 
links are strong!

My personal Mini journey began in 
1974 with the purchase of a 1968 
MkII Mini Cooper and there have 
been many since.
Eleven months ago I received 
an email, along with a couple of 
pictures, about a Mini for sale in 
a dealers yard. I have to admit 
here, that although a long time 
Mini enthusiast, the newer Rover 
cars did not really ‘do it’ for me, so 
after a cursory read I moved on, 
unaware of the significance of the 
car in the email. There is one 1998 
BRG Cooper Sportspack in our 
club, so I knew what the car was. 
A worm began turning inside my 
head!

Going by the old adage that “it is 
better to ask forgiveness than to 
ask permission”, I took my wife for 
a look under the pretext that it was 
just a look! When we set eyes on 
‘Elijah’ (EJH rego plate) the worm 
turned a whole lot more and we 
couldn’t believe that a Mini could be 
so quiet or comfortable! To top it off, 



REGISTRAR’S UPDATE

Since the last newsletter we have 
found 9 more 500’s, and the total is 
now at 345.  We have also added 
112 cars to the final edition 2000 
register total, which now stands at 
1178/5200 cars.   13 of these new 
cars are left hand drive models 
which are difficult to track down 
and identify, so thankyou to all your 
continued contributions to these 
additions to the registers.
At the time of going to press, here 
are the statistics of the Registers:-
Cooper Sport 500s 
We now have 345/500 cars in the 
register
Anthracite - 75 out of 108 made 
69.4%
Solar Red - 66 out of 110 made 
60.0%
Tahiti Blue - 83 out of 128 made 
64.8%
BRG   -  98 out of 154 made 
63.6%
Unknown colour = 23

2000 Register cars:
Total of entire Classic Range (inc. 
500’s) found - 1178/5200

UK Classics Range Total - 
1119/3493
Se7en = 87/374
Cooper = 138/528
Cooper Sport = 549/2091
Cooper Sport 500 = 345/500
Export Left Hand Drive Classics 
Total = 59/1707
Cooper Sport = 29/704
Cooper = 2/139
Seven = 8/180
Knightsbridge = 20/684

Other News ..... 

We have pretty much filled the 
calendar for 2016 with shows 
and events we intend to have a 
presence at, including for the first 
time a trip to the NEC Restoration 
& Classic Car show on the 
weekend March 5-6th. 

This show will be the largest and 
most prestigious show we have 
ever committed to, and some of 
the members are committing their 
entire weekend to this event to help 
make it a success. 

As you can imagine, we would 
love for others to help us over the 
weekend by ‘manning the stand’ 
for an hour or so on whatever day 
you can help, and in return we can 
offer you a free entry wrist band, so 
giving up part of your day will allow 
you to spend the rest of it looking 
around the rest of the show.  We 
are looking for around 5 helpers 
each day if possible, so if you like a 
day out at the show and are willing 
to give us a little of your time, let 
me know!

A list of all the shows and dates can 
be found on the 2000 mini register 
website page 
http://www.2000miniregister.co.uk/
shows.php
Some news of my own with respect 
to my Green 500 ‘Kermit’ which I 
last reported on back in September.   
Unfortunately, due to some delays 
in heritage panels, my car is still 
a work in progress, and I may not 
have it back in time for the London 
2 Brighton in May, which will be a 
shame, but I do have another to 
drive instead ☺

Enough from me for now, hope to 
see some of you at Bingley Hall 
and at the NEC !

2016 Shows

January 31st
Bingley Mini Fair
Stafford, ST18 0BD

March 5th - 6th
Practical Classics Retoration & 
Classic Car Show
Birmingham NEC
B40 1NT

April 3rd
Brooklands Mini Day
Weybridge, 
Surrey KT13 0SL

April 16th 
Pride Of Longbridge Show 
Cofton Park, Birmingham B31 2BQ

May 8th
Himley Hall Mini Show
Staffordshire DY3 4DF

June 5th 
National Metro & Mini Show - 
Gaydon Heritage Centre
Banbury Road, 
Gaydon, CV35 0BJ

June 12th 
Beaulieu Mini Show
New Forest, 
Hampshire, SO42 7ZN

June 19th
Mega Mini Meet
Lytham Hall, Lytham, FY8 4JZ

July 3rd 
Gaydon BMC & Leyland Show
Banbury Road, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ

August 20th 
Oulton Park Mini Festival 
Tarporley,
Cheshire CW6 9BW

September 4th 
Mini Fest
Uttoxeter Race Course, ST14 8BD

September 11th 
Stanford Hall
Lutterworth, 
Leics, LE17 6DH

October tbc
Mini Fair 2
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG 

Loss of a Mascott
It is with a heavy heart I have to 
tell you of Milly’s passing, my crazy 
Springer Spaniel loved coming to 
the shows. Like our Minis she was 
born in 2000. A good long life, she 
was loved by all who met her. Rest 
well my sweet little girl. 

Making room for the club gazebo on “her” seat! 


